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CHAPTER VI
Lo fe )

**A man hath often more trouble to
get food than to digest it."

WHo has said that “the carving
knife is mightier than the sword ”’?
But in spite of that fact, how few
there are in proportion to the number
of diners out who know how to
wield it!

“’There is no sight more delight-
ful,” says May Irwin, “ than to see a
man carve at table. The dexterous
grace with which the expert carver
slices off a bit of breast from a bird
or disjoints a fowl makes me hold
my breath in admiration and awe.”

T'ruly, a carver, like a poet, is born,
not made; yet any man with practice
may acquire this somewhat difficult
art, and it is an accomplishment that
every man should enjoy, for he never
knows where or when he may be
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*When I was a bachelor, I lived by ,//}'Ez

myself,
And all the bread and cheese I had, I
put upon the shelf.”
—Mother Goose.
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*“The Fate of Nations Depends upon
How They Are Fed.™
—DBRILLAT-SAVARIN.

IN stocking the cupboard there is
much to be considered: whether the
bachelor sports his own ménage with
a cook and butler and wvalet, or
whether he has simply a humble flat
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which he shares with other men, pre-
sided over by a New England spin- =74

ster maid-of-all-work of uncertain
age, a capable Chinaman, a joyful
 Jap,? a * greaser,” ot 2 *f cullud
gen’leman,” according to its locality.
Whether it be a single man of means
whose hotel furnishes him with a
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“In heat of youth, poor Jack engaged a

wife

Whose tongue, he found, might prove a
scourge for life ;

Perplexed, he still put off the evil day,

Grew sick at length, and just expiring
lay.

To which sad crisis, having brought the
matter

To wed or die—he wisely chose the
latter. ™

Or all bachelors, the impecunious
bachelor is most deserving of sympa-
thy. In fact, he is the only one who
needs it. No one ever asks a mill-
ionaire bachelor why he leads a
single life; the reason is too obvious.
But too often, alas! it is from neces-
sity rather than choice that the im-
pecunious fellow remains single.
That is the irony of Fate. “ To those
who would wed, it shall be denied.”





EPUB/image_0020_00.jpeg





